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Sir: 



In the Office Action mailed May 22, 2002, the Examiner withdrew the previous prior art 
rejections and issued a new rejection of the claims based on the newly cited Okuda et al. and 
Oyama et al. patents. The Examiner also made this rejection final. It is submitted that the 
finality of the Office Action is premature and should be withdrawn. In particular, rejected claims 
3-16 were not amended in the prior amendment. M.P.E.P. §706.07(a) states: 

"Under present practice, second or any subsequent actions on the 
merits shall be final, except where the examiner introduces a new 
ground of rejection that is neither necessitated by applicant's 
amendment of the claims nor based on information submitted in 
an information disclosure statement ..." 

In view of the fact that the Examiner issued new grounds of rejection that were not 
necessitated by the applicant's amendment nor based on information submitted in an 
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09/273,448 

rizr Disc,osu " statementi ,-t is submitted that the fina,,ty ° f the ° ffice Act,on sh ° u,d ^ 

If there are any questions, please contact the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 
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